
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



314 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XXX. 

are wholly non-philosophical, which have brought it into being, moulded 
it, and — conceivably — rendered it inadequate after these cultural' forces 
have shifted their energy and their direction. This, the author can hardly 
be said to have essayed at all. But just this sort of inquiry would seem, 
at the present time, to be most urgently called for, and to be an indis- 
pensable preliminary before one has achieved the right to approach the 
specific problems of life and society from the point of view of any one 
philosophical system. The guess may be hazarded that, had the author 
set out thus to survey the wider setting of the classic tradition which he 
so admirably formulates and defends, he would have found himself deal- 
ing, at greater length and with perhaps more sympathy, with certain 
aspects, at least, of the pragmatic and humanistic movement, and he would 
have concerned himself somewhat more with the relation between social 
experience and processes and the organized thinking of philosophy. But 
this would have meant writing another book instead of this, and is, ac- 
cordingly, hardly a fair criticism of this book. These studies remain 
what they are meant to be — an application to current, specific metaphysical 
issues of the main conviction of an " unbroken line of philosophers," that 
there is a systematic wholeness in the varied aspects and appearances of 
our world and our experience. 

George P. Adams. 
The University of California. 

The Historical Method in Ethics and Other Essays. By John Handyside, 
Liverpool, The University Press ; London, Constable and Company, Ltd., 
1919— pp. xvi, 97. 

These essays were found among the papers left by Mr. John Handyside, 
late lecturer in the University of Liverpool and second lieutenant in the 
King's (Liverpool) Regiment, who lost his life in the war. They are 
published with a Biographical Note by Professor A. S. Pringle-Pattison, 
who speaks of his former pupil and assistant as one of the acutest and 
most thoughtful of the younger generation of philosophical teachers. A 
study of the little volume will bring home to the reader the loss suffered 
by scholarship in the death of this gifted young man, who, like so many 
of his type, " counted his life a little thing to give in so great a cause." 

One is impressed with the genuine philosophical spirit which pervades 
these essays, with the writer's fine, critical judgment, with his independ- 
ence of thought and thoroughgoing intellectual honesty. We can readily 
understand that he was " distrustful of easy solutions and premature 
syntheses," as Professor Pringle-Pattison declares; he was evidently im- 
pelled to work out the problems that interested him for himself and in his 
own way: he was seeking to find the light, not to marshal arguments in 
support of a preconceived theory. This is not to say that he approached 
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his task without a philosophical standpoint: he sympathized with the 
thought of modern English idealism, but not in the sense that any problem 
to which he turned his inquiring mind had reached its final solution. 

The first essay, " The Historical Method in Ethics," is wider in its scope 
than the title indicates : it aims to lay the foundations of ethics and deals 
with the nature, the presuppositions, and the method of this science. 
Whether one accepts Mr. Handyside's conclusions or 4 not, there is no doubt 
that the kind of book he intended to write to develop his conception of 
the subject would have been a valuable contribution to ethical literature. 
The second essay, on " The Absolute and ' Intellect,' " takes up Spinoza's 
denial of the predicability of intellect to God ; and with this as the starting- 
point discusses the problem of knowledge. A conclusion is reached sim- 
ilar in spirit to that of Hegel. "Quality and relation constitute the 
World; sense and thought constitute knowledge, which is the realization 
of the ' faculty ' intellect. Quality cannot exist except as the content of 
sense ; relation cannot exist except as the content of thought. The World, 
therefore, or Reality, cannot exist except as the content of sense and 
thought combined, the content of an absolute knowledge, the functioning 
of Absolute Intellect" (p. 71). The third essay, "System and Mechan- 
ism," examines the notions of mechanism, organism, teleology, and self- 
activity or free will. Activity, as determination of whole by whole, 
teleology, as determination of whole by part, organism, as determination 
of part by whole, are found to be all consistent with, and indeed to imply, 
mechanism, as the uniform determination of part by part. So far as " we 
approximate to a view of the universe as a single and unique whole, so 
far the concepts which involve a reference to such a whole will be of 
value for us" (p. gj). 

I have been able, in this short notice, to give no more than a bare 
skeleton of Mr. Handyside's three essays. They deserve careful study, 
for they deal with fundamental problems of ethics, epistemology and 
metaphysics, and discuss them in the manner of the trained thinker. They 
arouse in the reader the desire to delve deeper into the questions at issue : 
a book that does that, certainly justifies its existence. 

Frank Thiixy. 
Cornell University. 

Oeuvres de Maine de Biran. Accompagnees de Notes et d' Appendices, 
Publiees avec le concours de l'lnstitut de France par Pierre Tisserand. 
Tome I. Le Premier Journal. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1920— pp. lxxv, 312. 
Philosophical scholars in all countries will feel a sense of gratitude to 
M. Tisserand and to L'lnstitut de France for this gift of a new and care- 
fully edited edition of the works of Maine de Biran. The edition will 
contain twelve volumes. The volume before us gives the author's first 



